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Happy St. Patrick’s Day
An Irish Blessing

May love and laughter light your days, and warm your heart and home. May good and faithful friends be yours, wherever
you may roam. May peace and plenty bless your world with joy that long endures. May all life’s passing seasons bring
the best to you and yours!

Friends of the Firm Raffle Drawing
In appreciation for your business and referrals, we will be conducting
a raffle for a chance for 2 winners to win 2 tickets each to:

End of the Road World Tour
April 11, 2019 @ 7:30pm at Amalie Arena
Entries must be received by March 19, 2019 via our website, www.ChuckPhilips.com
and the drawing will be held on March 20, 2019. The winners may pick up their
tickets at our office during normal business hours.
*1 entry per person please
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From the Desk of Chuck Philips
UNINSURED MOTORIST COVERAGE AND PEDESTRIANS. DON’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT IT!
You are out walking in your community, enjoying the beautiful Florida weather and getting some fresh air. You come to a crosswalk at a
busy intersection, press the button for the pedestrian crossing and wait for the crossing sign to activate. Once it lights up, you proceed to
walk across the intersection, when suddenly you are hit by a vehicle whose driver was checking their Facebook page and didn’t realize
the light was red. The vehicle slams into your legs flipping you onto the hood of the car. You suffer a fractured Patella and fractures to
your Tibia and Fibula. Believe it or not, you are lucky though, because according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA), of the approximate 64,000 pedestrians that are struck by a vehicle every year in the United States, approximately 5,000 result
in a fatality. Florida is known as the most dangerous state for walking, and of the top ten cities cited for pedestrian fatalities, five were
in our Sunshine State. Most all of these collisions result in serious bodily injury. Typically, pedestrian accidents involve one vehicle as
well. So, if this happens to you, where will you find coverage to pay for your damages? First, if you own a vehicle, then under Florida
Law, you’ll look to your own auto policy of insurance for payment of your medical bills and lost wages under your Personal Injury
Protection coverage, otherwise known as No-Fault. If you do not own a vehicle, then you look to the personal protection coverage of a
resident relative in your household who owns the vehicle. If neither of these scenarios applies to you, then you will actually look to the
auto policy of the vehicle that hit you for payment toward your medical bills under their Personal Injury Protection/No-Fault coverage.
However, PIP/No-Fault is typically woefully insufficient to cover your out-of-pocket expenses as it is only in the amount of $10,000 paid
at 80 percent of your medicals and 60 percent of your lost wages.
Therefore, we next look to the auto policy of the vehicle that hit you to see if they purchased Bodily Injury Liability coverage. This
is coverage you hope they purchased to pay for their liability they owe to those that they cause bodily injury to as a result of the car
accident. I say hope, because in most circumstances it is not required to be purchased in Florida if they bought Personal Injury Protection/No-Fault coverage on their vehicle.
So, what do you do as the injured pedestrian if the at-fault party does not have Bodily Injury Liability coverage? This is when you look
to your own auto insurance policy, or the insurance policy of the resident relatives of your household to see if you/they purchased
Uninsured Motorist coverage.
This is the most important coverage you can buy in Florida as it protects you if the person who hit you does not carry Bodily Injury
Liability coverage on their automobile policy. Also, if they leave the scene without giving you their auto insurance information, and they
cannot be located thereafter, then Uninsured Motorist coverage will protect you for your damages in this situation too. Trust me, this does
happen as we actually have had quite a few cases where the at-fault party leaves the scene of an accident without stopping or giving
insurance information to the injured person. If they cannot be later located, or identified, we call these Phantom Vehicle Cases.
Uninsured Motorist coverage then fills in and becomes the coverage that is non-existent on the at-fault party’s side of the case.
Uninsured Motorist coverage also will cover pedestrians for the damages they suffered that aren’t fully covered by the at-fault driver’s
Bodily Injury Liability coverage. In other words, a situation where the party that hit you has Bodily Injury Liability coverage, but it
is not enough to pay for all of your damages. In this situation, the same Uninsured Motorist coverage that you have on your policy or a
resident relative’s policy, is now called Underinsured Motorist coverage and it will fill in where the at-fault party’s Liability coverage is
insufficient, but not nonexistent.
In comparison to other coverages on your auto policy, Uninsured/Underinsured Motorist coverage is relatively inexpensive, so if you can
afford to do so, buy as much as you can to cover you if you are ever hit by a careless driver while walking through your town. Don’t ever
leave home without it!
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St. Patrick's Day
When you think of St. Patrick's Day, you probably think of
green beer, shamrocks and parades. The holiday has evolved into
a celebration of Irish culture with parades, special foods, music,
dancing, drinking and a whole lot of green. The observance of
St. Patrick's Day in Ireland dates back to the 17th century as a
religious feast day that commemorates the death of St. Patrick,
the patron saint of Ireland. Patrick grew up in Roman Britain but
was captured by Irish raiders and taken to Ireland as a slave when
he was a young adult. After some years, he returned to his family
and entered the church. Eventually, he returned to Ireland as a
missionary. Patrick is credited with having brought Christianity
to Ireland, and as such, became a figure of national devotion and
the nation's patron saint. St. Patrick is said to have died on March
17th in or around the year 493. The day's importance was
confirmed in 1631 when it was recognized by the Vatican.

Community Charity Spotlight

Stuffed Cabbage

Head of Cabbage
1 lb. Ground Beef
1 lb. Ground Pork
White Rice (1/3-1/2 Box)

2 Sm or 1 Lrg Can Tomato Sauce
1 Onion, Diced or Minced
1 Bag Sauerkraut
Ham Hock (Optional)

Soak white rice in cold water. Boil cabbage until leaves
are soft enough to peel. Cut out hard spine from each leaf.
Saute’ onion in skillet until translucent. Squeeze excess water
from rice and combine with onion in skillet. Add paprika as
desired, stir and set aside. Combine beef and pork with
cooled rice mixture. Drain sauerkraut and place in bottom of large pot. Place ham hock on top and start stacking
stuffed cabbages. Cover cabbages with tomato sauce, then add
water just to cover. Bring water to a boil then reduce to
medium-low until cabbage is soft and meet feels dense in center.

Your referrals continue to be one of
the best ways clients find us and

WE APPRECIATE YOU!
Daylight Saving Time Sunday, March 10th
Shriners Hospitals for Children has a mission to:
Provide the highest quality care to children with neuromusculoskeletal conditions, burn injuries and other special healthcare
needs within a compassionate, family-centered and collaborative
care environment.
Provide for the education of physicians and other
healthcare professionals.
Conduct research to discover new knowledge that
improves the quality of care and quality of life of children
and families.
This mission is carried out without regard to race, color, creed,
sex or sect, disability, national origin, or ability of a patient or
family to pay.
Our firm proudly supports this organization. To read more about
their vision to become the best at transforming children’s lives
by providing exceptional healthcare through innovative research, in a patient and family-centered environment or find out
how you can help, visit: www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org

Why Do We Follow Daylight Saving Time?
Daylight Saving Time was introduced by Benjamin
Franklin as a way of saving energy during
the summer.
However, the practice didn’t become widespread until
1918 - when “Fast Time” was introduced during the war.
In 1942, the practice was again introduced by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and made permanent in 1966,
under the Uniform Time Act.
The new law created a country-wide uniform rule for
Daylight Saving Time, while also offering states the
option to opt out.
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Fun Things To Do in the Tampa Bay Area
Dreams of Dali Virtual Reality Experience
Clearwater
March 16

Dunedin Scottish Highland Games
Dunedin
April 6

Spring Training: Phillies vs Astros
Clearwater
March 16

Tampa Bay Blues Festival
St. Petersburg
April 12-14

PGA Golf Valspar Championship
Palm Harbor
March 21-24

Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival
Clearwater
April 12-28

Dunedin Seafood Fest
Dunedin
March 24

Dunedin Food Tour
Dunedin
April 20

Lightning vs Capitals
Tampa
March 30

St. Pete Saturday Morning Market
St. Petersburg
April 20

Safety Harbor Farmer’s Market on Main
Safety Harbor
March 31

Mimosas & Masterpieces: Brunch at the Dali
St. Petersburg
April 28

For a Complete List of Events: www.visitstpeteclearwater.com
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